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Installing SOLIDWORKS Electrical without
PDFCreator

This guide details a method by which to install or upgrade SOLIDWORKS Electrical (SWE) when the
PDFCreator pre-requisite is blocked by anti-virus software and removed from the installation file set. In
this scenario, the file set is missing the PDFCre~1.cab file in the swelectric subfolder.

The method to install SWE without PDFCreator requires you to use the SOLIDWORKS Electrical.msi
file from the swelectric subfolder. This installs SWE independently of the main SOLIDWORKS
Installation Manager (which can still be used to install other SOLIDWORKS products) and allows
PDFCreator to be excluded from the installation. The issue with the msi is that it does not install the SQL
instance required to host the SWE databases. It also does not install the pre-requisite components
required to run the SWE application (see full list here). These must be installed first using the
SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager.

Note that PDFCreator is not installed with SWE 2016 SP4 and later versions. However, the PDFCre~1.cab
file is still in the file set and is still required to install normally with the SOLIDWORKS Installation
Manager. Use this guide if the PDFCre~1.cab file is blocked and/or removed from the file set.

The exact method will depend on whether you are installing or upgrading, and whether you are using a
standalone or a client-server configuration. Use the relevant section for your situation. Note that due to
the number of methods and versions, there may be some issues or inaccuracies with these steps. Please
contact Hawk Ridge Systems Technical Support if you are unsure or need assistance.
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New Installations

Standalone/Client Installation
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1. Install SWE using the existing standalone installation guide for your version (found here), but make
one change at the Product Selection page of the SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager. Uncheck the box for
SOLIDWORKS Electrical Schematic and SOLIDWORKS Electrical 3D (if available). Note that you
can install other SOLIDWORKS products at the same time by enabling them at the Product Selection

page.

Product Selection

Select products to install.

Welcome
Serial Number

System Check SolidWorks Premium

Select different packages or products

e

(=) ¥]_solidworks Electrical (735 Mg}
[ solidworks Electrical Sch

Summary

Product Selection

[ solidworks Electrical 30

Dewriend Collaborative Server (193 k)
Install Data (285 MB)
Finish [# O solidworks Composer (753 Mg,

[0 solidworks Composer Player (258 1&
[# [ API Tools (42 M8
SolidWorks Simulation (234 M)

I

Do not install SolidWorks Electrical Schematic
A powerful easy-to-use suite of collaborative schematic design tools drive rapid development of
embedded electrical systems for equipment and other products. Built-in libraries of symbols,

® O

Cancel Help

Estimated space required for installation: 6.0 GB
Does not include the size of any downloads.

®

Back to Summary.

2. Browse to your installation file set, open the swelectric subfolder, then run SOLIDWORKS

Electrical.msi.
(= e =5
o) [ ]« SolidWorks 2004 64 5205 » swelectic » ~ [ 3 | [ Search sweleatric 2|
Organize »  j5linstall = New folder = 1 @
S Favorites MName . Date modified Type Size 2
I Deskiop El Datoba~1.cob 10/21/2014 721 AM  Cabinet File 1268
s [ Datobase.cab 10/21/2014 7:21 AM  Cabinet File 1129 k8
2 Recent Places [ Docume-1.cob 10/21/2014 7:21 AM  Cabinet File 37,259 kB
= [] EPDM BOM.cab 10/21/2014 721 AM  Cabinet File ke
=3 Librais [ EmpDat-L.cab 10/21/2014 721 AM  Cabinet File 1ke
1 Documents [ Eula.cab 10/21/2014 721 AM  Cabinet File 20k8
T [ Ghosts-1.cab 10/21/2014 722 AM  Cabinet File 8923 k8
o I [ Glossary.cab 10/21/2014 722 AM  Cabinet File 316 k8
H video: [ Help.cab 10/21/2014 722 AM  Cabinet File 109,148 KB
B licens-1.cob 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 11118 kB
B Computer [ Macros.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 1008
P e [ Palette.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 6Ke
E Plotst-1.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File PTCI
[ Projec-1.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 206 k8
setup.exe 10/21/2014 718 AM  Application 1185 k8
) setupni 10/21/2014 723 AM  Configuration set... 6KB |
1] SolicW~1.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 9,050 KB
[EFsoliaworks Electricalmsi | 10212014723 AM  WindowsInstaller.. 12,45 KB
T Triea-L.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File 274 k8
[ ¥MiCon-1.cab 10/21/2014 723 AM  Cabinet File f0K8 -

AQl| solidworks Electrical.msi Date modified: 10/21/2014 7:23 AM
| "b" Windows Installer Package Size: 119 MB

Date created: 10/21/2014 7:23 AM
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3. Click Next at the Welcome page, then select Modify at the Program Maintenance page. Click Next.

4. At the Custom Setup page, enable Electrical 2D Client then disable PDF Creator. Enable Electrical
3D Client if available with your license. Data, Electrical Collaborative Server and SQL Server

should already be enabled. Click Next.

Custom Setup
Select the program features you want installed.

Click on an icon in the list below to change how a feature is installed.

= - i3~ SoldWorks Electrical

o} =2=] Hlectrical 2D Client
i | =2 - | Electrical 30 Client
-9~ Data
i 3 v| Electrical Collaborative Server
i[9 v] SQL Server

SolidWorks

2
PS5 SOLIDWORKS

Feature Description
PDF Creator

This feature requires OKB on
your hard drive.

< Back

Help

[ het> ||

Cancel

5. Proceed through the installer. The default options should be appropriate here. Click Install to start
installing, then Finish once installation completes.

Data Folder

Install SolidWorks Electrical 2014 SP05 x64 Edition data to:
C:\ProgramData\Soliciorks Blectrialy

SoiidWorks

Click Next to install to this folder, or cick Change te install to a different foldef,

2S SOLIDWORKS

Change

Next >

<Back |

] [ cancel

Configure your Collaborative Server Parameters

SoiidWorks

Collaborative Server

P
2S SOLIDWORKS

Enter the host and port number of your Collaborative Server

Host localhost
Port 26665
<Back | Next> ][ Cancel ]

Database Server

Select database server and authentication method %

2S SOLIDWORKS

Database server that you are installing to:

localhost\TEW_SQLEXPRESS - Browse...

Password for 'tew’ user (recommended to leave the default value):

[saLowdaen

SolidWorks
<Back | MNext> | [ Cancel

6. Once installation completes, launch SWE to verify that the application can connect to the server
components. You should also run through the Data Update Wizard if prompted.

7. If you are using the client-server configuration (i.e. the SWE server components have been installed on
a network server machine), go to Tools > Application Settings within SWE and modify the settings on
the Collaborative Server and Databases tabs to point to the SWE server. Ignore this step if you are using

the standalone configuration.
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7 Application settings - x 7 Rpplication settings -2 x

e | O Databases I§) SOLIDWORKS r | () Detabases | SOLIDWORKS
! a folder:
SWE_SERVER SV ERVER\SOLIDWORKS Bectrical | |

Pott: 26666 Folder containing projects:

(3AppDataPath)Projects’ | |

| Connect || Disconnect
Connection type:

You are connected. 127.0.0.1:26666 SQL Server - localhost \TEW_SQLEXPRESS -tew

) Windows identfier M7

Intials: W

| Display query exsaution eror log |

OK Apply Caneel oK Apply Cancel

Client-Server Installation

Install the SWE server components using the Server Installation section of the existing server or client-

server installation guide for your version (found here). Do not follow the steps in the Client Installation

guides/sections. Instead follow the steps in the above Standalone/Client Installation section of this
document to install the SWE application on the client machine.

Upgrades

Prior to any uninstall/upgrade, create an archive of the SWE environment as a backup. Click File >
Archive Environment within SWE then follow the wizard to create this. This will allow you to restore all
SWE data if there are any issues with the upgrade that result in data loss.

Due to the combined use of the SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager and the SWE MSI, the simplest
method for upgrading SWE installations is to uninstall the existing version then reinstall the new version.

Uninstall Existing Version

1. Go to Control Panel > Programs & Features, right-click the SOLIDWORKS entry, then click Uninstall.

2. Select SOLIDWORKS Electrical as the product to uninstall. There is no need to uninstall other
SOLIDWORKS products unless you are doing a major version upgrade (e.g. 2014 to 2015) and do not
want to keep the older version.
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3. Click Change next to Advanced Options. Ensure that Data Files and Folders is NOT checked, then
click Back to Summary. This will retain the SWE data directory and SQL server for standalone
installations.

4, Click Remove Items.

Welcome Summary
You have chosen to uninstall SOLIDWORKS products.
Select the products that you want to uninstall. Unselected products will remain on the computer.

SOLIDWORKS Electrical 2015 5P5.0

& Advanced Options CHANGE

uUninstall Method: Standard Uninstall - Program Files and Folders

Standalone Upgrade

After uninstalling the existing version of SWE, install the new version using the Standalone/Client
Installation section of this document. Note that you can upgrade other SOLIDWORKS products at the
same time by enabling them at the Product Selection page of the SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager.

Client-Server Upgrade

Firstly, on the server machine, upgrade the SWE server components using the Server Upgrade section of
the existing server or client-server upgrade guide for your version (found here). Do not follow the steps
in the Client Upgrade guides/sections.

After uninstalling the existing version of SWE on the client machine, follow the steps in the
Standalone/Client Installation section of this document. Note that you can upgrade other
SOLIDWORKS products at the same time by enabling them at the Product Selection page of the
SOLIDWORKS Installation Manager.
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